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The Rev, Marvin Brammeier of Cardiff continues his overview 
of Swaziland, the British Protectorate in Southern Africa, named 
by the 1963 Synod as the ELCE overseas mission field. 


A Look at the Swazi Family 


Among the Swazi, as among other 
peoples, the family is the funda- 
mental unit, not only in social organ- 
isation, but also in economic, educa- 
tional, and ceremonial life. Here it 
is necessary, however, to distinguish 
between “family” (a group consisting 
of a man, one wife, and their child- 
ren) and “household” (the descen- 
dants of one or some of them 
together with their wives and child- 
ren). 

The Wife as Centre 

Economically the family is the unit 
in production and consumption. The 
unit centres around the wife, who 
has her own household, her own 
fields, and cattle allotted for the use 
of her household. By means of her 
own industry and some assistance 
from her husband, she produces 
crops to provide food for the unit. 
The crops she reaps are kept distinct 
from those of other wives which her 
husband may have and are stored 
and used separately. She uses the 
crops to feed herself and her children, 
and to contribute her quota to her 
husband’s needs. 


Certain cattle are allotted to her 
unit. The milk of these animals can 
be used by her for her unit. None of 
these cattle can be disposed of by her 
without her husband’s permission. 

Each wife makes her own utensils, 
clay pots, ropes, mats, baskets, etc. 
The more expert may. barter their 
surplus wares for stock or produce, 
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or nowadays may sell them. What 
ever a wife receives in this way shi 
keeps for her unit. 


If her supplies are not adequat 
for her demands, it is the duty of h 
husband to make up the deficiency 
which may be from his own resources 
or by borrowing from another suc 
unit. The husband often has fiel 
of his own, distinct from those of his 
various wives. 
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Education 


In education, the wife is again the 
central figure of this family grou 
The children are taught to speak, i 
behave according to traditional rules 
to perform domestic tasks, and a 
ally to fit themselves for life in va 
society. 


Girls are taught how to make mats 
baskets, ropes, and clay-pots alse 
cooking, water-carrying, wood-gath- 
ering, and agricultural work. They 
may pick up bits and pieces of in- 
formation from other sources, bu 
their mother is the fountain head on 
learning. } 


Boys, as they become older, nat 
ally learn more from their father 
since their occupations bring the 
more into contact with him. They 
learn as much by observation as by 
deliberate instruction. : 


Modern conditions give childzel 
the opportunity of attending school) 
run on European lines where, o 
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course, education assumes a different 
nd more specialized character. 


Ceremonial 


As far as ceremonial is concerned, 
t is the household rather than the 
ndividual family unit that is affected. 


,) In ancestor worship, it is the whole 
‘Jzroup that is concerned. If a sacrifice 
's made, the offering for the ancestral 
spirits is placed in the chief hut of 
the village, and all the inhabitants of 
the village are permitted to eat the 
meat of the sacrifice. When the an- 
cestors are praised, this is done on 
behalf of the whole living group and 
not for individuals or sections of the 
group. 


The whole household is respons- 
li ible, too, for the treatment meted out 
}to visitors. The entertainment of 
travellers and other callers is a joint 
charge rather than one upon a partic- 
ular section of the village. Visitors 
“must be treated with respect when 
they reach a village, especially by 
| children. Even an enemy is accorded 
|a welcome. A man seeking shelter 
| goes to the village gate, likandla, to 
4 seek out the village head, mnumzana. 
| If he is not there, then he might go 
j to the front of the principal hut of 
j the village, indlunkulu, and wait for 
one of the older inhabitants to come 
| out to greet him. When a person of 
| authority appears, the formula which 
the visitor should use is “You of the 
right hand, I beg for a place to hide 
} a head with eyes.” After he has 
answered questions as to the direction 
in which he is going, where he comes 
from, and his identity, he will be 
shown where he may sleep. Food and 
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beer, if there are any, will be taken 
to him in the hut allotted to him. In 
the evening the people of the village 
will go to the hut and talk to him. 


Legal Responsibilities 


Great significance is attached also 
to the legal function of the family. 
Marriage sets up various legal rela- 
tionships, under which the husband 
becomes guardian over his wife and 
minor children. His daughters re- 
main under his guardianship until 
they marry, and his sons until they 
establish villages of their own. The 
husband has, therefore, legal rights 
and responsibilities in respect of the 
whole of his household. 


Each family has property rights. 
Certain cattle may be allocated by 
way of dowry, lokolo, for girls of that 
family. The husband is, in the legal 
sense, owner of these cattle, but may 
not dispose of them without consult- 
ing the members of that family, and 
may not enrich one family at the ex- 
pense of another, although he can 
use the property of one family for 
general or household purposes, ,¢.g., 
entertainment of visitors. 


The husband is under obligation to 
keep his chief informed of happen- 
ings of importance affecting his vil- 
lage, such as marriages and death. 


A father is under a moral, but not 
a legal, duty to provide his son with 
cattle with which to pay for a wife. 
The son should pay over his earn- 
ings to his father, but often this does 
not happen, with the result that the 
father will repudiate his liability to 
provide lokolo and the boy will have 
to see to this himself. 
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The Word Shall Stand 


UNALTERABLE 


Today we shall spend some time on 
those commandments which speak of 
our duty to our fellowman or neigh- 
bour. They are seven, and the Lord 
sums them up with: “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself’, Matt. 
22:5 38. 

To require that we love our neigh- 
bour as we love ourselves is asking a 
lot, isn’t it? 

It is. But that happens to be 
what the eternal, all-knowing, and 
all-wise God Himself requires, and 
who are we to question the perfec- 
tion, holiness and justice of it? 


In what ways would you say God's 
law differs from the laws of men? 


First of all, God’s law is permanent 
and unalterable. It cannot possibly go 
out of date, and will remain as long 
as this earth stands. Secondly, it is a 
law without loopholes. It is impos- 
sible to get around it without bring- 
ing upon oneself wrath and retribu- 
tion. Thirdly, God’s law affects every 
man, woman and child who has ever 
lived, is living, or will live, on this 
earth. Fourthly, it covers every con- 
ceivable aspect of a man’s life. It 
digs right down to the very innermost 
recesses of the thoughts of a man’s 
heart, and where it finds anything 
but the purest holiness and perfec- 
tion, there it passes its*awful judge- 
ment. Which brings us to the fifth 
point of difference : the punishment 
of God’s law is, no matter what 
atheists or theologians may say to the 
contrary, the everlasting damnation 
of hell. And there is no appeal — 
excepting Christ. 
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I'd like to take you up on 
matter of a person’s thoughts. Isn 
a man at liberty to think as 
pleases? 

Before men, yes; before God, no. 
God knows that every evil word 
action springs from an evil thought 
That is why He says: “Out of th 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies,” Matt. 15: 19. 
God, who can make no mistake or 
mis- calculation, assures us that every 
the hatred that fills the hearts is 
murder; that even the lustful 
thoughts of the heart are adultery 
that even the desire to gain in a 
wrongful way what does not belong 
to us is stealing; that any wish to 
hurt or harm your neighbour by any 
means, or to want to treat him in any 
way in which we ourselves should not 
like to be treated, is damnable sin. 


You mentioned the fact that God’s 
laws can never go out of date or 
altered in any way. I trust you won’? 
mind if I mention something here o% 
which we have been hearing so muct 
lately. I mean the matter of pre~- 
marital chastity. What would yow 
say to this matter? 

Simply that God says: “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery”. Tha 
settles the matter finally, once ane! 
for all. That there can be dispute 
amongst Christians as to whethe® 
fornication is wrong or not, is quite 
amazing. All kinds of arguments are 
advanced for the justification of lus 
and licence, reasons which are not a 
all new, but have been trotted ow 
through the centuries — though not 
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perhaps, by professing Christians. 
But if all the bishops and all the 
clergy and all the “Christian” lay- 
men in this great wide world of ours 
should solemnly declare that there is 
nothing necessarily wrong in pre- 
marital sexual intercourse—and even 
if the angels of heaven should in one 
grand united chorus express their 
assent to this sentiment, that still 
would not make fornication good and 
$right and holy in the sight of Him 
who solemnly says: “Thou shalt not 
“commit adultery”. 


But don’t you have to agree that 
‘}conditions in the world today are 
‘very much different than they ever 
have been before? 

| Things are indeed different today 
‘than they were in the time of Moses 
or of the Roman Empire. We certain- 
‘}ly do not go to war with swords and 
_}spears and shields and chariots. We 
‘don’t walk or go by ass from Beth- 
}saida to Bethany or from Dorking to 
Dunstable. Life is, undoubtedly, 
\}somewhat faster than it was in the 
days of Nero or the first Elizabeth. 
But when you have said all that, do 
you have today a man who is basic- 
ally and essentially any different 
from Cain or Lot or David or Jere- 
‘miah or Peter or Augustine or Gen- 
ghiz Khan? Not at all. Man is to- 
day the same as he was 200 or 2000 
years ago. He eats and drinks and 
sleeps and requires shelter and 
warmth and companionship. The 
hatreds and greeds and lusts to which 
jhe is subject are the same. The 
crimes and sins which he commits 
are the same. What is more, God’s 
i commandments are the same, and 
will always remain the same: holy 
and unalterable. No matter what 
| men may say or think, God will, as 
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long as this earth stands, say : “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery”. “Forni- 
cation and all uncleanness or covet- 
ousness, let it not be once named 
among you, as becometh saints.” 
“Whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adultery 
with her already in his heart”. 

No man, not even the greatest and 
highest of them, can alter these facts. 
Not one of God’s commandments 
will, despite all the poundings of re- 
bellious men, move an inch. 


So God’s Law is not something to 
be pushed and shoved around by 
man at his whim and pleasure, or 
something that can be moulded or 
adapted by man to meet his inclina- 
tions or fancies? 

You have summed it up nicely. 


A thing that strikes one forcibly 
once again in discussing all this, is 
that there isn’t one of us who can 
say that he has kept God’s Law and 
does not come under its damnation. 
You mentioned the appeal against 
God’s verdict of damnation. Could 
we come back to it for a moment? 

This is something to which we 
must come back by all means. I said 
Christ is the appeal against the con- 
demnation of God’s Law. He is the 
only appeal : he has kept the Law to 
perfection in thought and word and 
deed; and He, the Son of God and 
Son of Man, has paid with His holy 
precious blood and innocent suffering 
and death for our transgressions. He 
is our appeal, our only hope. We 
must trust in Him. And trusting in 
Him we shall, of course, want to 
serve Him by living ever more and 
more according to God’s command- 
ments. This we can do only by His 
grace and in His strength. 

W. P. Boreas. 


FIVE 


rROM 


Two-shift Sunday School 

Like Harlow, the Lutheran Sunday 
School at Plymouth now operates in 
two shifts, the younger children 
coming at 10 a.m., the Teenager 
Bible Class meeting at 11. On 6 Oct- 
ober, Harvest Thanksgiving, 11 
pupils were given perfect-attendance 
certificates. In the evening, 45 wor- 
shippers brought gifts of fruit and 
vegetables as their thankoffering. 


Mountie Pastor Speaks to Rotarians 

The Rotary Club at Plympton on 
Thursday, 17 October, heard Luth- 
eran Pastor Robert Bruer speak of his 
service with the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. Says Pastor Bruer : 
“It was also an opportunity to help 
create and improve the public image 
of the Lutheran Church and to give 
testimony to Jesus Christ the Sav- 
iour”’. 


TOTTENHAM 
Mayor Attends Service 

Special guests at the Harvest Festi- 
val Service at Holy Trinity on 29 
September were the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Tottenham. The offering 
of £14. 10. 0 was donated to the 
Mayor’s Benevolent Fund, the gifts 
of fruit, vegetables, and groceries to 
Old Age Pensioners. 

The week previous, Holy Trinity 
entered the only church float in the 
Tottenham Carnival Parade. The 
float, carried on a lorry loaned by 
the Borough Council, showed famil- 
ies at church, with posters reading : 
DON’T SEND THEM. COME WITH THEM. 


(See page 10 for picture of float entered 
last year) 
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PETTS WOOD 
An Hour’s Notice 
ELCE congregation have lay-read 
arrangements laid on for times whe 
a pastor cannot be present to tak 
the service, but Mr. E. Barker ha 
little enough time to prepare 
Sunday, 13 October, at Christ Luth- 
eran Church. An hour before th 
service, Pastor John Sims took ill. 
hasty bedside consultation, and th 
service went on, conducted by Mr. 
Barker, elder and congregation chair 
man, at an hour’s notice. 
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Sunday School teachers at Pe 
Wood were installed as accredited 
teachers in a public service after c 
pleting a ten-week course in basie 


pedagogics. 


CAMBRIDGE 
26 Elders 

One head elder, and five elders i 
each of the five "airbases in whick 
Lutheran services are conducted — 
this was the plan adopted by ths 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrectior 
at Cambridge in their October meet. 
ing. The head elder has already beex 
elected; other elections will tak» 
place at Alconbury, Lakenheath 
Sculthorpe, Wethersfield, and Wood! | 
bridge. When elected, the first tasil) 
of Cambridge’s 26 elders will be ax 
Every Member Visit. 


SUNDERLAND 
Church Ship-Shape 

Members of St. Timothys Building 
Committee augmented by two mem 
bers of the ELCE Executive Counc”) 
discussed sketch plans for the pre! 
posed new Lutheran church in Sur! 
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derland on Tuesday, 8 October, with 
the architect and quantity surveyor. 
The proposals envisage a two-level 
,) structure which takes the form of the 
| prow of a ship. 

Sunderlanders claim their North 
Sea port to be “the largest ship- 
building town in the world”. On 1 
November, the Swedish tanker, Borg- 
4) sten, will be launched on the River 
Wear. One of the largest ships ever 
built in Great Britain, the new 
4 85,000-ton tanker, has, according to 
“}a St. Timothy’s member who is em- 
ployed in shipbuilding, a propellor 
weighing 55 tons and engines 4 
storeys high. 


.| KENTISH TOWN 
"| Off to a Good Start 

Sunday, 27 October, was the kick- 
off for Luther-Tyndale’s 1963-64 
evangelism programme. In the week 
‘i previous, the lay “Kingdom Workers” 
i} called on 30-40 unchurched homes, 
placed handbills into 2500 homes, 
arranged a tea and social for the 
mothers of neighbourhood children 
baptized in the church. On the Sun- 
ti) day itself, special films were sched- 
i} uled : “Tammy” for the children, in 
lithe afternoon, “Question 7” for the 
“adults in the evening, Results: over 
® 100 children, 30 of them new to the 
it) Sunday School; 160 adults in the 
evening, including 40-50 new contacts. 


‘CARDIFF 

Pauline Delgado and Linda Burs- 
‘ton, 16-year old members of the 
Lutheran youth group at Cardiff, 
| were asked by their teacher in school 
if they would like to tell the rest of 
class something about the church 
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they attended. This they did on 
Friday, 13 October, speaking on the 
history, teaching, and activity of the 
Lutheran Church. 


EAST KILBRIDE 
20,000 Handbills 


Everyone’s at it this month in East 
Kilbride, the new town just outside 
Glasgow. The second Lutheran Film 
Festival is on. Every Sunday, each 
worshipper who attends Lutheran 
services at the YMCA hall gets a 
sheet which shows his part and _ his 
task in the venture. First, the big 
job of getting out, over the whole 
series of films, 20,000 handbills (a 
good 100 hours of hard walking). 
Then the film evenings themselves : 
arranging the hall, welcoming visitors, 
projecting the film, getting the tea 
around, and then the all-important 
chat and making new people feel at 
home. 

Pastor Warren Fanning reports 
after the first week: “October has 
been a busy month for all of us. 
Three of the men, Messrs. MacKay, 
Sloan, and Cunningham, handled the 
children’s films by themselves. 325 
youngsters attended. Most of them 
have their own Sunday School, but 
there are many who do not. A total 
of 70 saw “Martin Luther”, 53 “The 
Power of God”. Some came as a 
result of pre-film visits by our lay- 
people and myself. It is difficult to 
operate from a YMCA hall in a 
shopping area not too close to any of 
East Kilbride’s “neighbourhoods”, 
but we are learning the meaning of 
home missions and we feel certain 
God 1s blessing us richly.” 
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Lutheran Women Study Church’s Role in the Weliare State 


Church’s Love Still Needed, LWL Convention Told 
Where the State takes care of people from the cradle to the grave, what is) 
there | I i to do in well work? What is the role of the 
Church in the Welfare State? The Rev. Floyd M. Bosch, pastor of Luther-/}} 
l'yndale, London, spoke of the Church’s social responsibility in Britain today 
to ELCE women gathered at St. Pauls Lutheran Church, Boreham Wood, h, 
Hertfordshire, on Sunday, 20 October. God expects His people in every} 


time and in every place to do good unto all men, to prove their love to Him 
by helping those who need help. In the past, the speaker said, the Churchif 
had the whole responsibility for welfare work, the State none. In Britain 


today, the situation has changed completely. Hospitals, orphanages, old 
people’s homes and other benevolent institutions are state-supported and 
ed no longer rely upor public charity. There is today not the same need 
| ncial support, but, Pastor Bosch stressed, there is an ever 
‘rest in the aged, the lonely, the sick, the handi-fi 
uilds in each congregation to make personal ana 
some orphanage or old people’s home or hospital in the 
elfare committee” might be set up to facilitate such, 
1 a “sick-visiting committee” to supplement visits madej} 


he key address at the Fourth Annual Convention of the Luthera 
f Great Britain. 73 women answered when the roll call was reac 
even member-Guilds and affiliated groups that make up the 
ELCE congregations and missions in Kentish Town, Totter 9% 
food, Bor Wood, Sunderland, Cambridge and Harlow. Th 


theme of the meeting was “Ab ng in Works of Love” 


Leading the Convention, left to right: Mrs. E. F. R. Smiru, Treasurer, Mrs. € 
Lawton, Vice-Chairman, Mrs. E. BARKER, Chairman, Mrs. J. WeEYER, Secretar 
Mrs. F. HILLENBRAND. | x 
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News from our churches 


Two Projects Chosen 

Faced with a choice of four fields — 
Swaziland, South Africa, Panama, India 
—for their 1964 Overseas Project, the 
/}women voted £100 for the Bantu orphan- 
‘fage of the Bleckmar Mission in South 
w}Africa. In charge of the orphanage is 
Sister Ruth Bausenieck, well known to 
i most LWL members through her visit to 
“Britain last Spring. For their Home Pro- 
jiect, they chose to make kitchen equip- 


‘t Holy Trinity, London. 
‘| From the reports of the Chairman, Mrs. 
SE. Barker of Petts Wood, and the Secre- 


F Dox” pe had been sufficient to 
“cover the costs of the two 1963 projects: 
‘maintenance of two aged refugees in 
|) Hong Kong (£84) and a duplicator for 
jthe new mission at East Kilbride (£70). 
Officers Elected 

Mrs. F. Hillenbrand of Kentish Town 
was elected Vice- Chairman, Mrs. E. J. 
(@Wilcott of Cambridge Treasurer. Voted 
to the LWL Executive as Committee 
,)}members were Mrs. J. Hardie of Boreham 
4, Wood, Mrs. A. L. Smith of Tottenham, 
,jand Mrs. E. Aichroth of Kentish Town. 
A resolution was passed which will 
,,make the theme chosen for the annual 
Convention also the central theme for 
Bible study and local projects throughout 
ll Guilds for the following year. A list 
of nominees for vacant offices and of reso- 
lutions to be debated will be published 
nd made available each year well in ad- 
vance of the Convention, the women 
greed in another resolution. 

A Service of Holy Communion, con- 
ducted by Boreham Wood’s pastor, the 

v. W. P. Borgas, brought the 1963 
LWLGB Convention to a close. 


ISITORS AT BARNES CONFERENCE 
Dr. S. P. Hebart of Adelaide, Australia, 
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and Dr. O. A. Dorn of St. Louis, U.S.A., 
spoke briefly to ELCE and Polish Luth- 
eran pastors gathered at 42 Museum 
Street, London, for their pre-Advent 
Barnes Pastoral Conference, 1-2 October. 


Dr. Hebart, professor of Immanuel 
Theological Seminary, Adelaide, spoke of 
the warm regard of Australian Lutherans 
for ELCE work and reported on the 
Fourth Assembly of the Lutheran World 
Federation at Helsinki. Dr. Dorn, man- 
ager of Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, Missouri, and member of the Mis- 
souri Synod’s Board for European Affairs, 
enquired concerning the problems and pro- 
gress in ELCE congregations and missions. 


The Rev. Arnold Rakow led the Bible 
study of the third chapter of St. Timothy. 
the familiar section which deals with the 
qualifications for the Holy Ministry. A 
long discussion on the term “bishop” led 
the Conference to ask Pastor John Sims 
to prepare for the next meeting in Feb- 
ruary a study of the terms, ‘bishop’, 

“elder”, ‘‘deacon”’, ‘‘apostle’’. 


Reports were heard on the theological 
conferences held in Summer 1963 at 
Lahti, Helsinki, Cambridge and London. 
Progress reports were given on_ the 
Church Extension Fund, Master Plan, 
youth work, and the Lutheran Womens 
League. 


On Tuesday evening, 1 October, the 
pastors were invited to a meeting at 
Luther-Tyndale Church Hall sponsored by 
the CEF Committee and chaired by Mr. 
Ian Stewart. Mr. Reginald Mead, CEF 
contact man, pointed to the slow progress 
in CEF investment in the first eight 
months of 1963 and urged the pastors to 
keep this vital project alive in their con- 
gregation. Mr. Jack Hardie displayed and 
explained the new series of 20” x 30” 
posters and stressed the importance of 
changing the poster each week. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Huco RicHarp 
Lance of Holy Trinity, Tottenham, who died 21 October at the age of 68 


years: 


Mrs. R. Mead, Misses Marie and Charlotte Lawton, 


Church Extension Fund. 
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from Mr. J. G. Dunsbier, Mr. and Mrs. William Aichroth, Mr. and 


total £4 for the 
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YOUTH RE-LIVE BERLIN TRIP 


Prominent on the programme of the 
Autumn Luther League Rally at St. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, Ruislip, on 
Saturday, 26 October, was a report by 
means of colour slides on the 1963 Youth 
Trip to West Berlin. Most of the 25 
ELCE young men and women who made 
the trip to West Berlin last summer were 
present at the Rally. The colour slides, 
commented on by Pastor Roger Winger, 
tour leader, and Duane Pearce, brought 
back again the highlights of “the most 
successful Luther League trip ever’: the 
hospitality and friendship of Berlin Luth- 
eran youth and Pastor Schoene, the huge 
banquet given the ELCE party by the 
Ministry for All-German Affairs, the long 
wait at “Checkpoint Charlie’ while 
armed East Berlin border police examined 
their passports, the conducted tour of 
British Army tanks, and the long train 
journey through East Germany and across 
the Channel to London. 


BIBLE “ INFALLIBLE” TO LUTHER 
SAYS METHODIST LECTURER 

To Martin Luther, the Bible was God’s 
infallible and inerrant Word, Dr. A. Skev- 
ington Wood stressed in delivering the 
1963 Reformation Lecture at Luther- 


Float entered by Holy Trinity, London, 
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Tyndale Memorial Church on Wednesday, 


30 October, on the theme: ‘‘Luther’s 
View of Scripture’. To Luther, the 
Scriptures were “God’s Word” and also 


“Gods Words”. Christ was the centre of 
the Bible: He was the Word incarnate, in 
flesh; the Scripture was to Luther the 
Word in letters. For Luther, the trail- 
blazer and path-finder for all other re- 
formers, to whom John Wesley and 
Methodism owed so much, the Bible was 
the absolute and only authority and the 
one place where man can hear the voice 
of God. 


Dr. Wood is a Methodist clergyman, a 
present a prominent leader in the Move 
ment for World Evangelisation. “The 
Theology of Evangelism’, ‘Luther as ar 
Interpreter of Scripture” and the “Wy 
cliff Bible Commentary” are recent work 
from his pen. 


The first Reformation Lecture was 
given at Luther-Tyndale in 1952 by ths 
late Dr. H. H. Kramm. Since that time 
The Reformation Lecture has been deliv 
ered by noted Luther scholars from severé 
denominations. Among previous lecture! 
have been E. G. Rupp, Philip S. Watsor 
James Atkinson, F. J. Taylor, Robe: 
Fischer and Norman E. Nagel. 


in the 1962 Tottenham Carnival Parade 
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